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Wallingford Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher Organization 

February 6, 2018 
Meeting Minutes 

Attendees 
Heather Warley Rachael Reach Murray Blanchette Michelle Hall 
Cornelia Vieira Doni Reece Liz Orye Candice Rogers 
Maria Acosta-Garcia Kelly Whitehead Kristine Magargee Sally Robbins 
Christie Cari Angela Waltman Melissa Carden Joseph Buecheler 

 
Call to Order-Heather Warley  
The meeting was called to order at 7:03PM.   

 
Approval of Minutes from November 14, 2017 Meeting-Heather Warley 
The minutes from the November 14th meeting were approved unanimously without revision. 

 
Treasurer’s Report-Chris Martinak, Treasurer (read by Michelle Hall) 

 We are well funded with $41k in the bank. 

 (Referenced the spreadsheet but did not display on Smartboard) We are currently up $3.5k in 
fundraising (If we remove the WES Walk). 

 Year over year we usually spend approx. $18k in the 2nd half-- meaning we are in line with budget 

 Foreign Language Club – net $6,017 
 These are funds taken in that will be distributed throughout the balance of the year 
 2017 1099-misc have been distributed to all Language teachers 
 We are discussing grossing up language teachers’ pay to cover taxes and will remain net neutral. 

 Deposit slips are in 

 Send Check Request to Matthew Greco (matthewgreco5@gmail.com) 
 preferable to email a PDF, as opposed to a picture 
 Or drop a hard copy in the PTO box   

 All policies are listed at weskids.org, but feel free to contact me directly with any questions and we’ll 
sort it out. 
 

Committee Reports/Housekeeping: 

Heather extended thank yous to the chairs with recent events these last weeks:  Renee Joyner and Michelle 

Grunseich for Bingo Night and to Mr. Buecheler for his active role in fulfilling the prizes with the winners; Liz 

Orye working with our Visiting Author, John August 2/13/2018; Christie Cari, Rachael Reach, Kelly Whitehead, 

Stephanie Cavanaugh, Liz Oakes, and Sara Rodowicz working on Nominating Committee; On-going 

committees.  

 Field Meeting: There was a good turnout at the meeting to show the district the importance of a 

remedy for our field. 

 Thank you cards from the WES teachers:  The PTO has received a number of lovely thank you 

cards: Sue Gaur thanked those who provided cookies for the Milk and Cookie stand; Jenn Hole 

expressed her appreciation for the baby gift for her new son; Learning Support teachers said thank you 

for the rocker chairs; Mrs. Lambertsen and teachers are grateful for the TumbleBooks subscription.  

 Neighborhood Partners: The parent advisory group is trying to solicit members to assist with the 

annual action plan for the district’s underperforming subgroups. The group meets on a Thursday once a 

month. 

mailto:matthewgreco5@gmail.com
http://weskids.org/
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 PTO Closet:  The PTO closet has been cleaned and the PTO section is to the left with bins labeled for 

any events with stored materials.  There are plenty of Styrofoam cups available.  Mr. C’s supplies are 

on the right side of the closet as you walk in. 

 Direct Appeal: As we wait to see how the Field Committee’s work plays out, we are waiting to 

determine whether the direct appeal fundraiser will be on a bigger or smaller level. 

 Gift of Giving: Kelly Whitehead mentioned that the Gift of Giving collection wraps up on Friday.  The 

students will decorate, stuff and make cards for Aid for Friends.  The recipients are homebound so the 

cards are most loved.  Boxes for the bags are needed—please leave under the tables in the front 

hallway. 

 Valentine’s Day Drop-off: Drop-off of items will work in the same manner as in the past.  Leave your 

donated items at the front and a runner will take it to the classroom.   

 International Night:  Genny Waldman said the Wednesday 2/21 6-7:30pm event only has 8 (usually 

20) tables signed up for 200 visiting people so far.  Please sign up for a country not already 

represented (food,craft,map). It can be a country that you have visited rather than part of your heritage. 

Set up is available. 

 BoxTops: Angela Waltman and Kristine Magargee said there is a check for $980 in the bank.  March 

1st is the deadline for the next contest.  They will send out a reminder form and the announcements 

really help.  The team also needs counters.  June’s boxtops will be saved for October 2018 submission.  

Email if you are willing to help take a bag to count. 

 Nominating Committee:  Quite a few positions already filled with returning and new people.  Open:  

Receiving Treasurer, a 2 year position; Website; Grounds and Greens (5 positions); Carline (with Sarah 

Rodowicz; Directory (2 positions: 1 for sales and 1 for tech work with data using Adobe Illustrator); 

WESMail; MayDay and Oasis Night. 

Principal’s Report – Joseph Buecheler, Acting Principal:   

 Thank you for the warm welcome at the Meet and Greet—Mr. Buecheler expressed his appreciation 

for all of the PTO efforts and support.  Please send PTO announcements to both Mr. Buecheler and 

Mrs. Long.  He is ready to fulfill the Bingo Night prizes.   

 Progress Reports were sent without a glitch.  If there were any problems, please let Mr. Buecheler 

know. 

 First graders are going on a trip to Giant. 

 Fifth graders will meet SHMS Guindance Counselor, Mrs. Segal on 2/27 for upcoming transition 

plans with Dr. Matsenka. Counselors stay with the class through 9th grade while administrators stay 

with the class through 8th grade. 

 Field Update:  We are headed in a good direction.  A usable and reliable playfield for the kids is the 

goal.  They are not basing their recommendation on a budget, but rather for a need.  Other areas are 

also being considered for one contiguous space schoolwide for kickball, soccer, Frisbee, etc. They 

must weigh the options for artificial vs. natural turf.  Next Tuesday meeting will include a conference call 

with samples from a vendor that has already been talking with Mrs. Kew.  The committee is striving to 

have a recommendation for the Board by the end of March to have the area ready for September 2018.  

It is a very productive 12 person group of administrators, teachers, neighbors and parents along with 

Martha Kew (Business Administrator), Nick Cirilli (Engineer) and Jim Hardy (Facilities) who are 

engaging in very constructive conversation.  They strive to be open and transparent with lots of 

involvement and questions.  Mr. Buecheler is posting the minutes on the WES website.  Dr. Palmer 

shares the notes with the Board.  Send an email to Mr. Buecheler for any things that should be 

considered for discussion while making this decision.  He noted that no kids have been able to be on 

the field since 12/8/2017. 
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 In-service days will be observed on 2/16 and 2/18 for the long President’s Weekend. 

 Dr. Palmer’s message on Thursday regarding no day off for the Eagles’ Parade was mentioned and 

the rationale behind the decision to keep school open.  

Open Floor: 

 Concern was expressed over the small children running around at the WES music concerts 

unattended.  It was suggested that Mr. Buecheler share a reminder at the beginning of the concert and 

also in the concert announcement that small children are expected to sit with their parents. 

 The Hospitality Committee will need 75 baskets worth $25-50 for the upcoming Teacher Appreciation 

breakfast. 

 The Spring Book Fair dates have been changed to May 21st-25th.  It is a great end of the year push for 

summer reading as the library shuts down. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:44pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Hall 


