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Wallingford Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher Organization 

November 14, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendees 
Heather Warley Rachael Reach Chris Martinak Michelle Hall 
Matt Greco Beth Benzing Murray Blanchette Kelly Whitehead 
Candice Rogers Lauren Averill Kelly Wachtman Kathy Laird 
Sue Gaur Lowyn Morris Mellisa Carden Boline Renee Joyner 
Michelle Denney Grunseich Colleen Glackin Kate Fernandez Cornelia Vieira 
Kristine Magargee Christie Cari Lisa Hill Josh Peterkin 
 
Call to Order-Heather Warley  
The meeting was called to order at 7:02PM.   

 
Approval of Minutes from October 3, 2017 Meeting-Heather Warley 
The minutes from the October 3rd meeting were approved unanimously without revision. 

 
Heather noted that our teacher representatives, Kathy Laird and Sue Gaur were present as well as Kelly 
Wachtman, WSSD school board member. 
 

Treasurer’s Report-Chris Martinak, Treasurer  
This report spans: 10/01/17 – 11/11/17 

- We started the period with the cash balance: $39,630 

- We had Deposits of: $14,980 

- And Withdrawals of: ($6,447) 

- Leaving us with a balance of: $48,136 

Highlights: 

- REVENUE: 

o Fifth Grade Fall Carnival - $3,643 vs a budget of $2,300 

 No expenses submitted yet 

o Membership Directory - $8,472 vs a budget of $6k 

 fav:  ~$1,500 

o Mum sale - $2,302 vs a budget of $1,400 

 Fav: $902 

o Pancake breakfast - $1,485 vs a budget of $483 

 No expenses submitted yet 

o School Kidz supplies has ($2,650) of expenses 

 We received the checks about this time last year 

 Amy looking into it 

o School Spirit sales are net $235 vs a budget of $300 

 About $2k of revenue and ($1.8k) expense 

 Probably have some inventory to move 

- EXPENSES: 
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o Teachers (Halloween) 

o Visiting Authors  

o Publicity board 

o Ellen Milgrim Scholarship Fund 

o Field Trips 

- OTHER: 

o Foreign Language Club - $7,468 

 These are funds taken in that will be distributed throughout the balance of the year 

(discussion on separating language club next year) 

o Deposit Slips are coming!  There was a mix up with the printers. 

o All policies are listed at weskids.org, but feel free to contact Marty directly with any questions 

and we’ll sort it out 

 

Committee Reports/Housekeeping: 

Heather expressed appreciation to the committees that are currently working and those that wrapped up their 
fall activity:  Movie Night; WE Love WES Walk; Apple Crunch; Publicity; New Parent Coffee; Visiting Authors; 
Halloween and Pancake Breakfast; Swarthmore Pizza Night; Iron Hill; Boxtops; Unicef; Carline; WESMail; 
Website.  An assortment of thank you notes was displayed from the WES teachers for their Halloween money.  
No December PTO meeting will be held. 

 

 Hour of Code: Beth Benzing and Lindsay Goldsmith – December 4-8th two volunteers per class will 

spend 1 hour in the computer lab with the kids.  No coding experience necessary.  The kids really enjoy 

programming.  SignUpGenius has been sent.  

 Book Fair: Colleen Glackin, Sara Rodowicz, Christine Schmidt and Kellie Garson- December 11-15th 

we need 2 volunteers per class especially in grades 1-3.  See SignUpGenius. 

 Grounds and Greens: Lauren Averill and Janine Berstein– There is a scheduled clean up on 11/26 at 

2pm to get the grounds ready for winter and remove leaves. 

 Hospitality’s Meals for teachers during conferences: Christie Cari and Doni Reece – Monday 11/20 

dinner is set, but we need a salad or two for Tuesday 11/21’s lunch.  See SignUpGenius. 

 Box Tops: Angela Waltman and Kristine Magargee– Thank you for counting!  There will be another 

contest in the spring.  

 No Place for Hate: Rachael Reach – SRS applied for a NO PLACE FOR HATE status.  Now WSSD 

will apply for the district. They are looking for people to be a part of the process.  NO PLACE FOR 

HATE is a program that strives to fight bullying and discrimination, encourage multi-culture, etc. as part 

of our educational climate.  Mrs. Schwam would like to be a part of the collaboration as well and has 

been speaking about it for a few years now. 

Teacher Mini-Grants/Voting 
 

 Expanded School Zone:  In order to move the zone border closer to Providence and Possum Hollow, 

it costs $8K to move the flashing signs.  Nether Providence Township wants WSSD to split the cost 
with them.  NPT would pay $4K, WSSD would pay $3K and WES would like to offer $1K. 

 Four Teacher Mini-Grants: 
1. The Special Education teachers are requesting $693 for 4 new Zuma Rockers.  Children with 

sensory issues need that rocking motion via the ball chairs with a blue back.  The rockers would be 
placed in both the learning support and regular classrooms. Some chairs were already purchased 
with Special Ed money.  They would like to have them in each classroom in the future.  
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2. Third grade teachers would like $100 to purchase a brick at the Veterans’ Memorial in Media.  The 
third grade does a lot to celebrate Veterans’ Day already with an assembly and parade. 

3. Miss Gallagher and Mr. Miller are requesting $500 to create a Maker Space where all students (not 
just enrichment) could use a variety of materials to innovate.  There is a possibility for in-school and 
after-school club use. Mr. Peterkin has already used school funds to purchase Sphero Balls for 
coding as part of the district's STEM initiative for all students to access. The Maker Space would 
further support this initiative.  

4. K,1,2 Teachers and Mrs. Lambertsen are requesting $1,677.90 for a 3 year deluxe subscription to 
Tumble Books for multiple grades– a collection of books on-line for kids. 
 
In total, $2,970.90 is being requested for all 4 grants. 

 
Teachers were given a month to submit for $500 in assistance.  Proposals are considered now in fall 
and later possibly again in the spring. 

 

WES Field Update 
 
Heather Warley – WSSD has been receptive of a field remedy with lots of action.  At the school board meeting 
last night, Nick Cirilli and Martha Kew and Mr. Peterkin presented the history of the field and options to 
remediate for about an hour.  The board was receptive with lots of questions and parents were able to speak.  
We believe things are definitely moving in right direction.  Nick was left with work to do to fully explore options.  
Natural grass is not likely to be the best option because it cannot be sustained from the wear and tear of so 
many kids.  Turf option will be explored.  It is used in a Philadelphia school and meets the engineering criteria 
as a sand infill with a rubberized base.  Nick felt like it was safe based on studies he reviewed.  More 
information will follow as this is on the board’s radar recognizing that there is money coming. 

 
Renee Joyner expressed health concerns about the turf option regarding how hot plastic gets, health risks –
Mersa bacteria lasting 90 days, lead concerns, risk of cancer.  She also mentioned how the water system 
would be affected by the turf particles.  
 
Heather explained how options have been exhausted over the last 4 years after having tried the grass option 
with sod and seeding, then topsoil, but the wear and tear along with compaction of the soil will not allow grass 
to grow.  We have tried to limit use to allow the grass to grow, but the size of our campus does not allow the 
children to stay off of the area for long.  With turf, it might actually be possible for the kids to have Physical 
Education outside and the money has finally come available.  The PTO is anxious to partner with the district to 
find the right solution.  She told Renee that she is welcome to express her opinion, the board meeting dates 
are listed on the website.  
 
 

Principal’s Report - Josh Peterkin, Principal:   

 Brazilian Music Assembly – Gabrielle Miller brought in Minas  

 Halloween – Food runners were successful for the class parties 

 Candy Drive – 140 lbs of candy were donated to Veterans in Phila 

 Veterans Assembly and Parade – Third Grade held another successful Veterans Day celebration. 

 Turkey Drive – 15 to 20 turkeys have been donated out of a 100 goal; there is some room in the 
freezer at WES to store the turkeys 

 Lemonade and Milk Stand – plenty of cookie donations including gluten free and nut free; $500 was 
earned the first day; admin staff pitched in $ to buy milk; proceeds will go to Puerto Rico relief. 

 Conferences– staff is very appreciative of dinner and lunch. 

 Art Goes to School this week – Murray 5th grade does research; PTO sponsored, need recruits; 
Outreach in Chester as well 

 No PTO meeting in December – Short month due to winter parties and ½ day before break 
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 Calendar 18-19 school year – budgets due, kindergarten registrations, additional in-service time for 
elementary staff possibly next year.  It is invaluable to help in teacher planning across 3 elementary 
schools. 

 Emergency evacuation due to water main break went smoothly --Judy Schachner – came twice 
due to evacuation.  Kids could have walked, but bussing worked, but we realized no crossing guards 
were on duty. Chief Splain should be coordinated with in the future. 

   
Vote:  Zone - $1K approved, $2,970.90 approved unanimously to fund all 4 proposed 
grants. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:04pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Hall 

 


