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Wallingford Elementary School 
Parent/Teacher Organization 

October 4, 2016 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendees 
Kelly Whitehead Heather Warley Cornelia Vieira Michelle Hall 
Buthaina Neveln Jen Ryder Molly Wallace Kim Killeen 
Liz Orye Candice Rogers Rachael Reach Liz Oakes 
Murray Blanchette Colleen Glackin Deb Amato Chris Martinak 
Doni Reece Melissa Carden Dawn Dankanich Josh Peterkin 
    

 
Call to Order-Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair  
The meeting was called to order at 7:03PM. 
Kelly was happy to report that the recently approved water-filling station for the second floor is up and running 
as of today.  She thanked the number of PTO committees that are currently hard at work.  

  
Approval of Minutes from September 20, 2016 Meeting-Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair 
The minutes from the September 20th, 2016 meeting were approved unanimously without revision. 

 
Treasurer’s Report-Cornelia Vieira, Treasurer 

 School year is off to a great start-more money is coming in rather than going out at this time. 

 She shared the 2016-17 income statement to date reporting various activity on the revenue side: Mum 
Sale, Directory, Giant, School Kidz, SpiritWear and money from the We Love WES campaign that came 
in after 6/30/2016 to be included in the current school year.  On the expense side:  Field Trips, 
Insurance, Staff Appreciation Lunch, Grounds and Greens and Gym Equipment were recognized. 

 Cornelia reminded committees to turn in check request forms and deposit forms quickly after the event 
or fundraiser.  Chris Martinak  prefers check requests via email for faster reimbursement.  If you need a 
cash box, the PTO has one available. Remember to use those sales tax exempt forms when shopping 
for WES. 

 
 
Halloween Carnival and Pancake Breakfast- Colleen Glackin, 5th Grade Rep and Kim Killeen, 
Homeroom Parent Coordinator  

 Both events occurring on Saturday, October 29th and need lots of volunteers; Sign-up Geniuses will be 
sent out shortly via WESMail. 

 
HalloWES- Mr. Peterkin, Principal 

 Each year the issue of security arises because of the number of visitors WES receives for the 

Halloween Parade.  While all are welcome to attend the parade outside on the grounds of WES, it is 

necessary to limit the number of people that come into the building for the safety of the students. Mr. 

Peterkin, along with the grade level leaders and homeroom parent rep, Kim Killeen, will discuss the 

right number of adults that can volunteer for each classroom party (either 2 or 3) and deliver a 

consistent message for each classroom.  Younger grades may include a few more parents as those 

children generally need more assistance with costumes, passing out food and playing games, etc. 

Those who volunteer for the parties need to make the effort to come in and be ready to assist with class 

parties rather than to visit or tour the school.  It can be hard for the homeroom parents to police the 



WES PTO Meeting Minutes October 4, 2016 Page 2/3 
 

parties and handle those extra folks that who show up in the classroom, so we are looking for good 

solutions to discourage additional people from walking around the building. 

 To put some structure around the day, it was suggested that food be dropped off in the morning 

(possibly in the office with a runner to deliver to each classroom) before the excitement of the afternoon 

begins.  The parade route may change to end at the front door where any guests that follow must 

check-in at the front office.  Preprinted nametags for those expected volunteers with the appropriate 

clearances may be necessary to gain entry.  Mr. Peterkin will send an email message as he has done 

in the past to share the agreed-upon guidelines for the day. 

Committee Reports/Housekeeping: 

 Tami Wible, Fifth Grade Rep: Mum Sale was a success- profit is in line with last year even with a 5 

cent increase in cost per mum. $1,735 profit, lower per day sales due to the dreary weather resulting in 

higher donations to the WES’ beds and the Zach Rufo garden at SHMS.  Everyone who pre-ordered 

did pick up except for one person who donated the mums back to the school-thank you very much!   

 Deb Amato, Apple Crunch: Set for Friday, 10/23.  The Sign-Up Genius is out for volunteers.  

Donations are expected from Trader Joe’s, Highland Orchards in West Chester, and Wolfe’s Nursery.  

Half of the volunteers are set.  This year the team plans to use the Smart Boards in each classroom to 

host an interactive vote enabling Mr. Peterkin to tally the votes live. 

 Molly Wallace, AmazonSmile: Molly’s is creating a link in AmazonSmile to make the registration 

process easier for our parents.  It will be sent out via WESMail once established to encourage 

participation from our WES Amazon shoppers.  The AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of 

AmazonSmile purchases back to our school. 

 Kelly Whitehead, Student Council Reps at PTO Meetings:  Kelly asked if those present were 

comfortable with the Student Council (SC) Co-presidents attending a portion of a few PTO meetings to 

encourage communication from the two.  It would be a great opportunity for them to have an idea of 

what the PTO is doing and for them to share what the SC is up to and how each can support one 

another.  PTO members and Mr. Peterkin thought it was a good idea. The SC Co-Presidents could stay 

through the PTO Treasurer’s report and then give their own report.  November’s meeting will be the first 

that they will attend. 

Principal’s Report - Josh Peterkin, Principal:   

 We Love WES Walk- Information is being finalized for WES Mail, the on-line We Love WES page on 

the PTO website has been set up with the PayPal button.  The forms are going to go home in 

backpacks shortly.  Gabrielle Miller, an adjunct professor at St. Joe’s, has asked a few St. Joe’s 

basketball players to give a speech prior to the parade around WES and SHMS on November 4th. Mr. 

Peterkin is working out the details on the track space; light music welcome; possible band performance 

by SHHS band at 2:15 while the kids eat snacks on the bleachers and other logistics. 

 Pancake Breakfast- Sign-up Genius will be sent for volunteers for the October 29th Pancake Breakfast 

which runs in tandem with the Fifth Grade Fall Carnival. 

 School Messenger is replacing Honeywell which will limit the number of emails that will go out-- one 

per family rather than one per child.  Slightly different announcements are currently sent for each grade, 

taking Mr. Peterkin’s eBlasts for 6 different about 2 hours to send sometimes.  The new system is very 

much welcome. 

 Learning is an Adventure:  Mrs. Ryan and Mrs. Schwam are ready to use our school theme this year 

to take kids on an African Adventure in October.  The kids will do research on Jane Goodall. Mrs. 

Salom’s son is currently in Antarctica and will be talking to the kids about his station there.  More 

information will follow on the continuing adventure. 
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 Fundraising Solicitations: WES is often approached by various folks to do fundraising through our 

school for different charities.  A recent request was made on behalf of a well-known cancer charity.  

The charity asked that we place piggy banks to collect spare change in our classrooms during its 

awareness month or possibly hold a $1 collection to dress in pink for a spirit day.  Since we support 

Unicef collections for Halloween, we wondered if it was too much to collect money for this organization 

as well in October.  Despite the initial interest in supporting the organization, the PTO decided to table 

further discussion on committing to fundraise for any new charitable causes for the time being until a list 

of all organizations that we already support can be considered in total (Mr. Peterkin and Liz Orye will 

organize the list).  We are very conscious of not asking our families to contribute more than what is fair 

after all of the fundraisers that they already support throughout the budgeted school year-both for WES 

and worldwide. 

Open Floor/Reminders 

 WES Mail: The deadline is Friday for any write-ups to be sent to Candice Rogers for inclusion the 

following Monday.  Please make all efforts to adhere to this deadline to allow for proper editing and 

formatting. 

 Foreign Language Classes: All classes start the week of October 10, 2016.  (See the Sign-up Genius 

for any slots still available.) 

 Kindergartener Play Date:  The mixer on September 22nd went very well.  Those parents and kids that 

were able to attend had a lovely afternoon from what Mrs. Dankanich observed.  

 Movie Night:   Movie night was another success this year.  Popcorn serving went much more smoothly 

than last year. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Hall 


