
WES PTO Meeting Minutes 

November 12, 2013 

Call to Order: Kristin Kantner called the meeting to order at 7:32 

Introductions: 

Kristin Kantner Sara Fritz  Carolyn Riess  Kristie Beucler 

Michelle Hall  Deb Amato- Kane Dana Pickup  Leslie Samaha 

Lauren Plummer Tara Gallager  Maddy Edwards Melissa Haebel 

Deann Lichtenstein Josh Peterkin  Daphne Bogert 

Secretary Report: Sara Fritz 

Minutes approved from last month. 

Treasurer's Report:  Michelle Hall 

Copies of budget distributed. Additional updates to be made for 5th grade carnival 
and Pancake breakfast. 

Vote to Allocate Funds to SHMS Music Department: Letter from Mr. Pearlberg 
reviewed, vote taken and all approved. 

Committee Reports: 

Fall Fundraiser: Kristin Kantner 

The delivery will be coming next Thursday, 11/21 for the Believe kids fundraiser. 
Pickup from 3-6PM on 11/21. Winners will be announced by the school loud speaker 
and they will be gift-wrapping Dr. Milgrim. Mr. Peterkin will be having breakfast with 
the top salesperson from each grade. 

Health and Safety:  Debra Amato-King 

Car line is going well. Reminder to parents not to use their cell phones during drop-
off. Apple crunch was a big success with the help of over 30 volunteers. A big thank 
you to 320 Market who donated all of the apples. Next event in March is "Go for the 
Greens".  





5th Grade Reps:  Carolyn Riess and Julie Hill 

The Fall Carnival was above budget and was a huge undertaking. The committee has 
made an effort to make the carnival sustainable for future years. Julie brought up the 
suggestion by the committee that the 5th grade rep position be altered, potentially, 
as there are three major activities for this committee all at the start of the year. Book 
fair started yesterday, which is going well so far. Parents have been leaving extra 
money for class books or some teachers have a wish list for the class, too. 

Iron Hill Fundraiser: Kristine Kantner 

The event was a big success, still awaiting numbers for this fundraiser. Take-out food 
does apply to the fundraiser. 

Pancake Breakfast: Leslie Samaha 

The event went well and some lessons learned for next year. Kristin notes that she has 
been in contact with the person who helped organize the community 5K race that 
took place the same day and both agreed to try and coordinate schedules, etc. next 
year. 


Dimensions in Art: Kristin Kantner 

Author Judy Schachner is coming on December 5th. 


Kids Stuff:  Kristin Kantner 

Kids stuff coupon book sales went well, despite the high school selling the same book 
with an earlier start to their sales drive. 

Box Tops/Target/ Giant: Kristin Kantner 

Two checks for $1600 were received. 

Grounds and Greens:  Dana Pickup 

The rain barrel has been placed outside of the library. Susan Maeder-Chieffo has 
connection for downspout which will be attached soon. The G&G committee has a 
goal for the library space to have a garden for each grade. First the gardens would 
need to be built first, perhaps in the spring. There is a water runoff grant of $500, 
money can be used to purchase plants. The committee is hoping to use the grant to 
purchase plans over the next week to be planted by the parking lot and other areas 



where there is just mulch right now. The grant works like a reimbursement, so the 
committee needs to submit a receipt and will be reimbursed. Kristin to discuss with 
Jen Lyons feasibility of PTO voting to front the money for the plant purchase. 

Citizenship:  Kristin Kantner 

Please see article on Little Free Libary in the newsletter. Many Unicef boxes have 
been received, the amount collected is not known yet. 


Lost and Found: Kristie Beucler 

The Lost and Found is overflowing- please check for items. Items will be on display 
during conferences, after which, they will be donated to the Goodwill, if an owner 
cannot be identified. 

Bingo for Books: Lauren Plummer 

Gently used books can be donated to be used as prizes, along with donations from 
businesses.  

District Facebook and Twitter: Kristin Kantner 

Deirdre Abraham is the district representative of district Facebook and Twitter 
presence. Please alert her if there is an event you would like her to know about. 

Special Presentation on Code Technology for WES Students: Daphne Bogert 

Hour of Code@ WES. See code.Org website for additional info. We will teach an hour of 
coding to every kid at WES the week of December 9-15, 2013. The goal is to introduce 
kids to computer programming. Equal access is a big part of this initiative. Will use 
the specials session. Volunteers are needed- while those with some industry 
experience are great to share stories, anyone who feels comfortable with a computer 
can volunteer- just an hour of your time but a passion for computer science is a plus. 
All materials will be provided. An updated call for volunteers will be in WES Mail. 

Principals Report:  Mr. Joshua Peterkin 

Red Ribbon Week spirit days and the Halloween Parade were successful and enjoyed 
by the children. 

The 3rd grade had a wonderful celebration for Veterans in honor of Veteran's Day. 
There were 18 veterans in attendance. The new WES TV capability was used for 
classes to watch the assembly. 



Enrichment seminars are wrapping up. 

1st grade had a field trip to Highland Orchards, the 4th grade went to Harrisburg and 
the 3rd grade went to Lankenau Hospital, 3rd grade gifted program went to UPenn. 

Parent conferences are coming up as is the WES Caring Project. 

The paver stones made with Dr. Milgrim's project with the South Media Community 
will be placed in early December in the library garden. 

There will be Bar Modeling class offering parents an overview and to help them better 
understand this aspect of Math in Focus on Tuesday, December 3rd from 6-8 PM. A 
letter will be coming out. 

Art goes to school is the week of December 9th and the district Website has been 
updated.  

Chief Splain and Mr. Peterkin met recently and he will look into school zone concerns, 
particularly the timing of the lights for mid-day Kindergartners. 

Mr. Peterkin expressed Mrs. Lambertson's thanks to the PTO for some books that were 
purchased by PTO for the library. 

Mrs. Gaur's Milk stand will be available during conference week, which includes milk 
and cookies. Volunteers are needed to bake cookies.  

Kristin reminded PTO about invest in your child campaign. 100% collected goes right 
back to the students. One thought was to buy iPad mini's for each classrooms. This 
will be put into WES Mail. 

New Business 

None 

Kristin adjourned the meeting at 8:54. 

Next PTO meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 7th, 2014.


