
WES PTO Meeting Minutes

September 10, 2013

Meeting Called to Order by Kristin Kantner at 7:35

Attendees:

Josh Peterkin  Amy Field  Tami Wible   James Day

Kristin Kantner  Karen Dougherty Page King   Leslie Samaha

Michelle Grunseich Jennifer Loving  Deborah Amato  Jen Ryder

Sara Fritz  Beth Noto  Susan Chieffo   Hope Thurlow

Jennifer Lyons  Lauren Plummer Lisa Hill   Kim Killeen

Michelle Hall  Lauren Shank  Danny Fantozzi (teacher rep) Regina Nagel

Daphne Bogert  Dana Pickup  Larry Miller (teacher rep) Cornelia Viera

Lauren Avril  Hillary O'Connor Carol Getty   Julie Hill

Russ Johnson 


Kristin welcomed everyone and introductions were made.

Secretary Report:  Sara Fritz 

Approval of Minutes from June 4th, 2013

Treasurer’s Report: Jennifer Lyons

Budget dispersed to group. The only major change for year is the addition of line item Invest in Your Child 
Campaign. Parents can donate directly to the PTO and all donations will be used in that school year. One 
consideration for a major purchase is a sail-style shade for the playground. Also under consideration are 
a paper towel and soap dispenser device for each classroom, which has been requested by the teachers.

Russ Johnson mentioned that the American Dermatology Association gives grants for sun shades, this is 
something the PTO will look into.

Budget is not final, although changes need to be made soon. Committee members should review and get 
any changes to Jennifer in the next couple of days.

Treasury procedures are outlined on the new PTO website weskids.org. Forms are available in the PTO 
box in the main office.

Co-Chair Report: Michelle Grunseich



The PTO box is in the Main Office at the school. It contains a folder for each program. Committee chairs 
should check for correspondence. Deposits should be put into the treasurer's folder. 

Principals Report:  Mr. Peterkin

Mr. Peterkin thanked PTO for the cake and puzzle for his birthday last week and thanked everyone for the 
welcome to WES. There are currently 482 students enrolled- 4 sections in each grade except K. Average 
class size 21/22 students. New staff- Colae Jukkala for 5th grade, Emily Churney is a long-term sub,  
Maddy Edwards in for Mrs. Lawler in learning support. Emotional support program is new to school this 
year and new teacher for that is Michael Chapman. Dominque McGinty is the morning Kindergarten 
teacher at WES. Dr. Zaraba and Mrs. Ryan are expecting and will be out on maternity leave. New 
dismissal procedures implemented with the goal to get kids out and home earlier. Mr. Peterkin stressed 
safety is the primary goal and to let him know of any questions or concerns. Back to school night begins 
in the multi-purpose room at 7pm on Thursday, September 12th. New Math in Focus program starting in 
the Elementary school. There will be a Math in Focus night, Wed. Sept 25th in the SHMS, starting with an 
overview by Cathy Stambaugh and Josh Peterkin and then break-out sessions by grade level.  Upcoming 
field trips- 5th grade ropes course on Wednesday, 2nd grade go to Tyler Arboretum next week (2 separate 
days). Anyone who volunteers in the school will need to fill out a volunteer sheet. The school needs 
documentation about anyone who is coming in to building and what they are working on. There is no need 
for any clearance as all volunteers work with a teacher.

Committee Reports

Box Tops/Target/Giant:  Michelle shared Rochelle Kelly email

Eileen Morgans is co-chair. As of 9/8, we have 55 families enrolled in the Giant Program. Last year $1600 
was raised through the Giant program. The new Target online program has raised $73 so far, please vote 
on Facebook. The box tops contest will run through October 18, 2013. Since 2004, we have raised more 
than $12,000. New this year, Horizon Organic Milk includes box tops. 1st pick up will be Friday 9/13.

Directory: Daphne Bogert and Tami Wible

The Committee is in the final stages of preparing the directory, advertisements have generated about 
$4000 in revenue. The school district is now sharing data to be used for directory. Directory will be sold 
online using Paypal. The price is $10, but $9 if ordered online. It will go to the printer early next week. If 
anyone knows that there info was wrong last year, send Daphne an email. Mr. Peterkin and district have 
agreed to allow faculty to have an electronic version of the directory (vs. having staff purchase a 
directory). 

Fall Fundraiser:  Jen Loving

New company this year, Believe Kids, includes gift wrap, candy, etc. There will be a table at Back to 
School night. Sale starts Sept 20th and runs until October 18th. Delivery will be week before 
Thanksgiving. Normally there is a presentation to the students, to encourage participation, but concern 
about marketing to kids. Still working out prizes, but will still allow top selling 5th graders to wrap Dr. 
Milgrim and Mr. Peterkin. Yes, Dr. Milgrim coming back to let kids wrap her one last time!

5th Grade Reps:  Julie Hill



Mum sale is the first 5th grade fundraiser. Fall carnival that will be on same day as pancake breakfast. 
There will be book fairs and 5th grade dance- more to be reported during the year. 5th graders assist with 
fundraisers.

Grounds and Greens: Dana Pickup

Amy Caruso and Dana are new to PTO and Grounds and Greens. Kicked off efforts with the atrium which 
now has 4 planters filled with plants, shrubs and vines. The company, Artisan Landscape, kindly and 
enthusiastically donated their labor for the project. Plants will be green throughout the year and will grow 
in. They also set up a self timer hose to maintain plantings. Garden outside of the library is also being 
looked at for improvement and would like to get a rain barrel to water- Susan Chieffo mentioned grant 
money may be available for purchasing.

Issues that have been found on the playground where glass and rocks are in the grounds related to the 
renovation. Mulch has been set down to designate where it is safe for children to play. Possible that 
contractor has been contacted- Kristin to follow-up with Mr. Peterkin.

Health and Safety: Page King

Good start to the year, there have been no safety incidences. Car line is using sign-up genius and 
commitment is only every other week. 8:15-8:45 is the time volunteers are needed. Still have a staff 
member helping at the door. Golf umbrellas available for volunteers. Assistance request form being 
utilized- to alert health and safety that certain cars may need additional help, for example, with a broken 
leg. Please remember to pull up as far as possible at drop off. Please also have kids get out on 
passenger side only to keep everyone safe. School zone light fixed for PM Kindergarten. 1st health and 
safety had first meeting with school nurse and committee provides supplies

Apple crunch day is October 11th, volunteers will be needed- this takes place during snack time. This 
event is somewhat costly, so looking for donations. Encourages kids to try a variety of apples to discuss 
taste, texture, etc. March 14th is set for "Go for the Greens" event to encourage healthy eating.

Home Room: Kim Killeen

Everyone receptive with forms, etc, so far.

Hospitality:  Hope Thurlow

1st day of school, teachers given coffee, juice, treats. For back to school night, drinks and cookies will be 
provided by home room parents. Staff appreciation breakfast in May, committee will be formed in April to 
assist.

Library:  Michelle shared 

New library circulation system in place and volunteers are being trained

Newsletter: Dahpne Bogert for Jon Bogert

The first Newsletter should be posted tonight or tomorrow morning on the PTO website. Paper copies will 
be available. Please email Jon content, especially photos. Email was sent to all activity chairs that have 



events in the Fall to encourage them to send in anything to encourage participation. Please email 
newsletter@weskids.org for submissions. 

Publicity: Kristin reported that David DiSilva was here taking pictures on the first day of school. Please 
let him know if you would like him available for your event. Any photos going out need to go through the 
front office for cross-check in the event a student should not be photographed. Also, front office is 
checking for grammar, content before anything is sent out.

Sustainability: Susan Maeder-Chieffo

Asking for input on opt-in/ opt-out for email instead of paper, to limit amount of paper flyers, etc going 
home. Daphne Bogert said there are very few parents that don't have email. Could use a feature in 
mailchimp for WES mail to indicate preferred method of mailing.

Website: Daphne Bogert

The new website is live! weskids.org is the site. Have received some comments. It is slow, but a lot of 
information on there. Daphne is happy to update info on committees, content, links, etc. She can use 
Paypal for events. She can also set up email addresses for their committees, so personal emails won't be 
needed.

WES Mail:  Leslie Samaha and Hillary O’Connor

This will be Leslie's last year of doing WES Mail, Hillary will be assisting. There are currently over 500 
people getting WES Mail, currently there are over 200 signed up for the new process. WES Mail usually 
goes out once a week, committees should get content to Leslie by Sunday afternoon for distribution on 
Monday morning.  Previous WES Mail's will be available on the PTO website.

WSSD Foundation:  Michelle Grunseich

Along with Russ Johnson, Michelle is on the WSSD Foundation Board which supports students in the 
district in a variety of ways. 

The foundations major events are the Panther Run in the Fall and  Arts for Smarts in the Spring.

The Foundation funds teacher grants. This year there is $2,000 potentially available per school. Asking 
the PTO how the Foundation can support their work. For more information, please go to the Foundations 
website, supportwssd.org. Russ Johnson also discussed that the Foundation is raising money for district 
wide projects such as libraries in classrooms and are looking in to funding a robotics program in the 
middle school.

Misc

Kristin added that the Little Free Library purchased and will be installed outside of Mr. Peterkin's office. 
The children of WES will be the stewards of the library. Children can go anytime and get a book and keep 
it, or bring it back. Encourages reading, sustainability and citizenship.

Kristin also said that the new Kindergarten teacher is in need of books for her classroom since she travels 
between two schools- so needs to stock two classrooms.

New Business



None

Meeting adjourned at 9:09

Next PTO Meeting October  Tuesday October 5, 2013





