
WES PTO September 8, 2014  
Meeting Minutes 

Michelle Grunseich called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 
Introductions 
Michelle Grunseich Liz Orye  Sara Fritz  Olivia Miller 
Michelle Hall  Kelly Whitehead Kim Killen  Torrey Jenkins  
Jennifer Loving Beth Noto  Colleen Glackin  
Suzanne Polits-Lothrop   Frank Grunseich Lisa Hill  
Gabrielle Miller Cornelia Vieira Dan Fantozzi  Liz Hocker  
Val McAdoo  Stacey O'Neill  Lauren Plummer Josh Peterkin 
Deirdre Abrahamsson Tami Wieble  Debbie Pajerowski Daphne Bogert 
Treasurer’s Report – Michelle Hall 
Michelle presented the draft budget which will be voted on at Back to School night on 
Thursday, September 11th. The first three months of activity has already been recorded. 
The student directory is the biggest money maker for PTO. Treasurer procedures are 
available on the WES PTO website (www.weskids.org). The procedures are listed under 
PTO Proceures & Documents in the "About" tab on the website. Completed forms may 
be submitted online or dropped off in the office in the PTO file container which is located 
in front of Miss Johnson's desk. There are separate forms to submit a request to Frank 
Grunseich to request a reimbursement, to make a deposit for checks coming in for 
fundraisers or for cash collections. Cash collections need to be counted by two people. 
Michelle thanked Daphne for updating the website with the procedures and forms. A 
question was asked about the $12,500 spent in August. It was explained that this was for 
the iPad minis and carts to be used by the younger grades. Lock down magnets were also 
purchased with PTO funds. 
                                                       
Committee Reports 
Directory- Tami Wible and Daphne Bogert 
The directory is on track to exceed advertising sales from last year. The goal is to get the 
directory out before the end of September. A survey was conducted and showed there is a 
preference for waiting and having the directory be more accurate, rather than getting it 
out earlier with less complete or accurate information. There is an order form available on 
line. The directories are cheaper online for convenience; nobody from the PTO needs to 
come to school to collect cash, etc. The size of the directory will be 8.5" x 11". You can 
use a credit card or pay with PayPal online. 
WES Mail- Michelle Grunseich 

http://www.weskids.org


Parents are encouraged to sign up for WES Mail. This can be done on the PTO website 
(www.weskids.org). There is a red letter icon on the left side of the page. Clicking on the 
icon links to a form that parents can fill out with their information.  This will be discussed 
at Back to School night by homeroom parents. Parents don't need to sign up each year, 
but parents are encouraged to update information each year. 
Box Tops/ Giant/ Amazon Smile 
There have been 4,000 Box Tops already received this year.  On September 15th Giant 
registration starts. Amazon will donate 0.05% of eligible purchases made by people who 
designate WES as their charitable organization. Just use the website smile.amazon.com 
instead of amazon.com.  Also, parents also encouraged to register their Target cards as a 
percent of purchases also come to the school. 
A suggestion was made to have a sign-up for Giant card holders to register their cards 
with WES at Back to School night, this was done at SRS with success. 
Spirit Wear- Val McAdoo 
WES Stickers will be available at Back to School night. Spirit wear campaign will start 
September 11th and run through September 26th. Form will be sent home and orders can 
be placed online. PTO gets 10% on the initial campaign and then 20% after that. Samples 
will be available at Back to School night.  
Kids Stuff Books-  
The cost is $25 per book, the PTO gets half. Books will be distributed next week. Ends 
October 10th. 
Mum Sale- Jennifer Loving 
The 5th grade mum sale will be starting soon. Order forms will be sent out next week and 
the mums will be delivered October 3rd. The cost is $7 per mum or $6 for 3 or more. The 
mums are very large and of high-quality. 
Fall Fundraiser- Suzanne Politis-Lothrop 
This year the fall fundraiser will be the sale of gift cards, which include offerings from 
over 800 retailers. Retailers include grocery stores, gas stations and retail stores. There is 
a profit for the PTO between 2-3% up to 10%. People can order online using a secure 
website and gift cards can be instant and electronic as the value can be downloaded on 
phones to be used onsite immediately. The committee is working on logistics right now.  
Car Line- Olivia Miller 
Volunteers are needed for car line. Volunteers agree to help out two mornings per month 
from 8:15- 8:45 AM. 
PTO Website- Daphne Bogert 

http://www.weskids.org
http://smile.amazon.com
http://amazon.com


The website was updated this summer. Updates include updated layout and a new look 
and a faster response time. If you would like something posted, please send it to Daphne. 
She can include attachments or photos.  
Dimensions in Math- Daphne 
Hour of code (HOC) will be offered to students again this year in December. Volunteers 
will be needed to help students with the activities. This was done last year and was very 
well received by the students and the volunteers. HOC was first launched nationwide last 
year. Resources and activities set up by the non-profit group code.org were utilized. 
Activities were done at WES last year on iPads and PC's.  
Math Night will be in February and will be renamed Math and Technology Night and will 
include some new activities from previous years. Volunteers will be needed to assist. 
Publicity Committee- Deirdre Abrahamsson 
Deirdre will be attending school events and taking photos. PTO is welcome to send 
photos from events to Deirdre for publicity. Deirdre is also responsible for the District's 
Facebook and Twitter social media presence.  
Principal's Report- Josh Peterkin 
Mr. Peterkin thanked the PTO for the behind the scenes work over the summer and start 
to school year. Kelly Whitehead and Torrey Jenkins organized the New Parent reception 
that was held last week. Natalie Marra and Erica Kaufman provided welcome back 
breakfast boxes for the teachers. WES enrollment is down 50 students from last year; 
there was a large 5th grade last year and a small Kindergarten last year. WES is down a 
first grade class this year as a result. There is also a small Kindergarten class this year. 
The largest class size is in the 5th grade with 23 kids per class.  
There are two new staff members at WES this year.  Kevin Staller is an emotional support 
instructor and Lillian ReDavid is teaching afternoon Kindergarten. She is a morning 
Kindergarten teacher at SRS. Dr. Zarraba will be leaving at the end of the month to teach 
at Widener. The school is in the process of interviewing her successor.  
Back to School Night will be held this Thursday, September 11th. There is a new format 
this year to allow more time in classrooms with the teachers. 
On September 16th the 5th grade will be going on their ropes course field trip. There is 
no school on Thursday, September 25th. There is a Kindergarten activity being planned 
for AM and PM Kindergarten to have a chance to interact with each other.  
Curriculum: The 3rd grades will be using the reader-writers workshop approach, which 
has been used in other grades. Math in Focus is in its second year in the district.  

http://code.org


This year there will be a rotating special schedule. The schedule is available on the school 
website. The goal is to try and keep specials fresh for the students.  
Technology- iPad mini's as mentioned in the budget discussion and Mr. Peterkin is on 
Twitter. WES was the only elementary school that did a paperless back to school mailing.  
The parent portal has report cards, attendance and other information for parents, in 
addition to the capability to update emergency forms and other start of school forms that 
were previously mailed home.  
Library assistance needed, in addition to Car Line, as previously mentioned.  
There was a music assembly today for 3rd through 5th grades and an entire school 
assembly afterwards to introduce the theme for school year, "Rise in responsibility".  
Playground equipment storage may be a request to PTO to store basketballs, soccer balls, 
etc. for recess.  
The bus code of conduct is being distributed. The 5th grade Safeties are being trained. 
Lunch expectations also reviewed with students. Mr. Peterkin is working with teaching 
assistants to allow for a more relaxed environment at lunch. 
New Business- 
A question was raised about the shade structure for the playground that was proposed last 
spring. The PTO officers are considering options. No decision will be made before 
October.  
The PTO officers would like meetings to be used for speakers on topics that would be of 
interest to parents. They would also like to save some meetings for "Roses and thorns" to 
discuss what is working, what is not working and how the PTO can better serve the 
community. The website and WES Mail could be utilized for committee updates instead 
of using the monthly PTO meetings. 
Michelle adjourned the meeting at  8:11 pm.  

The Next PTO Meeting is Tuesday, October 7th, 2014 


