
 

 

 
 
 

Wallingford Elementary School  
Parent/Teacher Organization 

January 5, 2016 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting attendees: 
Olivia Miller  Rochelle Kelly  Shawne Goodwin 
Deb Amato   Daphne Bogert  Lauren Plummer 
Kristi Hanifin  Stephanie Cavanaugh Liz Oakes 
Amy Field   Cornelia Viera  Jeannette Kaplan 
Kristin Snyder  Candice Rogers  Dan Fantozzi 
Linda Gillespie  Kimberly Killeen  Sue Gaur 
Renee Joyner  Heather Warley  Lisa Hill 
Sally Robbins  Gabrielle Miller  Colleen Glackin 
Dana Pickup   Deirdre Abrahmson Liz Orye 
Beth Noto   Rachel Reach  Sara Fritz 
Kelly Whitehead  Frank Grunseich  Christi Cari 

 
Call to Order- Liz Orye called the meeting to order at 7:04 
 
Approval of minutes from 11/10/2015 meeting- Sara Fritz 
Meeting minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report- Frank Grunseich 
The biggest “expenditure” in December was for the foreign language program, for 
which PTO is just pass through, it is not an actual expenditure. The Caring Project 
was another expenditure. The PTO has a balance of $39,000 at this time. The 
teacher/ principal wish list items will be discussed with Mr.Peterkin. Frank encour-
aged everyone to keep using the sales tax exception forms. 
 
“We Love WES”/Spring Fundraiser-Liz Orye/Kelly Whitehead 
The spring fundraiser will be a direct appeal to families to donate to the PTO. PTO 
will still sell spirit wear, at Bingo night, for example, but there will be no other 
sales this spring. The Atrium project will be the recipient of the funds raised 
through the appeal. A letter will go out to families around Valentine’s Day. 
The goal is to raise $13,000.  



 

 

 
The Atrium is the first thing people see when they enter WES and could use beau-
tification. The Atrium could also be used for teaching space. The PTO Board is 
seeking support for motion for all the money raised through the appeal to go to-
wards the Atrium project. If the appeal falls short of the $13,000 goal, PTO will 
supplement the project with money that is available in the general PTO fund. This 
The Atrium project can be done relatively quickly, and could be ready by start of 
2016-2017 school year.  
 
Jeannette Kaplan spoke about the WES 20/20 project. The rain garden and land-
scaping in the front of the building were the first projects. Part of the vision is for 
the Atrium to be a space that can be a functional space that can be enjoyed by stu-
dents and teachers. The total cost of the atrium project is $15,000, however, there 
was money left over from an anonymous donor for the Phase I of the WES 20/20 
project, will be used for the $2,000 difference. 
 
Atrium Project Overview- Mario Gentile 
Mario went over the rendering which includes a stage, garden, seating space and 
vertical gardens. More details on the project will be forthcoming. 
 
Vote 
There was a motion put forth by Liz Orye that the money raised by the 2016 
Spring appeal be allocated for the Atrium project and that any shortfall, if applica-
ble, will be funded with PTO general funds. The motion was approved unanimous-
ly by those in attendance.   
 
WES Online Directory- Daphne Bogert 
There is currently a pilot program that provides the WES Student Directory to fam-
ilies online via the WES Kids App (available for $0.99 on the iTunes store). It is 
only available to people associated with the school and to those who have pur-
chased a paper directory. The Directory functionality is available for $3. Detailed 
instructions have been sent out via WES Mail. Daphne provided a demonstration 
of the App which has many search features. Currently it is available for iOS devic-
es like iPhones, iPads and iPods. 
 
Housekeeping 
Bingo Night- Stephanie Cavanaugh  
Bingo Night is Friday, February 19th- There will be 2 sessions. Prizes will be a 
combination of direct donations from businesses, gift baskets which will be raffled 
off and a few larger grand prizes. Winners will also win books, which will be do-



 

 

nated by families. A message will be going out in WES Mail asking for donations 
of new or gently used books or other gifts.  
 
International Night- Gabrielle Miller 
International Night is scheduled for Wednesday, February 24th. There was discus-
sion if it would be a problem that International Night is within the week after Bin-
go Night. The consensus was that this should not be an issue, as long as there was 
an adequate response for volunteers. 
 
Open Floor** 
Daphne Bogert thanked those who volunteered for Hour of Code. Liz and Mr. Pe-
terkin thanked Daphne for organizing Hour of Code. The kids really enjoyed the 
experience again this year.  
 
The Caring Project was the week before Christmas. The children made craft bags 
for children who are receiving care at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. The pro-
ject was organized by Michelle Grunseich and Jen Jamieson.  
 
Mr. Peterkin noted that the Holiday Class parties went well.  
 
Landscape Master Plan- Kelly Whitehead, Liz Orye and Paul Fritz have met with 
administrations. Paul and Nick Cirilli (district engineer) met to discuss options for 
remediation of the fields which will impact next steps for the master plan.  
 
Liz shared information from Allison Karpyn (WES parent and School Board mem-
ber) that interviews for the replacement WSSD Superintendent have begun.  The 
Board is listening to comments from the community about characteristics they 
would like to see in the next Superintendent. Please consider emailing Allison or 
attend the next school board meeting. 
 
Mr.Peterkin- A former student reached out to Mr. Peterkin regarding a Book Drive 
for Crozer-Chester Medical Center for used books. More details are needed, but 
there was discussion around how this may impact, or potentially be leveraged in 
conjunction with the book collection for Bingo Night. 
 
Adjournment- Liz Orye adjourned the meeting at 8:02 PM. 
 
 
 
 


