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Wallingford Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher Organization 

May 1, 2018 
Meeting Minutes 

Attendees 
Heather Warley Rachael Reach Liz Orye Melissa Carden 
Matt Greco Doni Reece Candice Rogers Sarah Rodowitz 
Cornelia Vieira Patty Briganti Kristine Magargee Susan Knight 
Christie Cari Kelly Whitehead Angela Waltman Joseph Buecheler 
Jeanette Kaplan    
 
Call to Order-Heather Warley  
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM.   

 
Approval of Minutes from April 3, 2018 Meeting-Heather Warley 
The minutes from the April 3rd meeting were approved unanimously without revision. 

 
Treasurer’s Report-Matt Greco, Treasurer  
In Marty’s absence, Matt mentioned that things are on track with our account.  

 

Committee Reports/Housekeeping: 

Heather thanked the committees at work in April: Candice Rogers and Cornelia Vieira with Citizenship for the 

spring service project; the Nominating Committee; Christie Cari and Doni Reece for the upcoming Staff 

Appreciation breakfast; Joni O’Connor and Emily Glowacki for organizing Swarthmore Pizza Spirit Night; Liz 

Orye with upcoming Author visit and the May Day Committee. 

 We Love WES Fundraiser: Heather reminded everyone that the mailer already went out for the We 

Love WES fundraiser and contributions are already coming in. The campaign runs until the end of 

May. Goal is $5K. Had hoped that the field could be promoted in the fundraiser, but the committee is 

just not there yet.  

 Citizenship Committee: Candice Rogers reported that the WES Spring Service Project ended April 

20th.  We donated approximately 220 brand new school supply items to Cradles to Crayons (from 

book bags, packs of pencils, markers, erasers, highlighters, loose leaf paper and spiral notebooks).  

Everything was dropped off last Friday, April 27th to their donation center in King of Prussia. Thanks to 

everyone who contributed.  We have a generous WES Community.  

 Staff Appreciation Breakfast and Gift Baskets:  The breakfast is this Friday. They have volunteers 

signed up to bring the food. All sign ups are full and now making sure all baskets are delivered on 

time (Thursday afternoon). Everything is ready and on schedule. 

 May Day: Patty Briganti reported they are moving along in the planning. Fliers went out and they are 

starting to order the food. Do not have the Strong Man game or spinning wheel, but checking 

tomorrow on another wheel (downstairs – used for the Halloween Carnival). More students than last 

year, but will order more food. The school does not have coolers and may need to rely on some from 

parents. May be able to cover through the May Day Committee. Believe they are set on tents. Larry, 

from Township, will drop off the games and Patty will touch base with the school on when that will be. 

Mentioned considering future projects where Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts to make the games so we can 

have them on hand and not need to reserve from Township.  
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 Book Fair: The Book Fair is coming up at the end of the month. We will still have the Wednesday 

evening parent night. Sarah Rodowitz said they are waiting on the Kindergarten times to come in and 

then the sign-up genius will be sent out for volunteers. Hopefully shoppers will be thinking of summer 

reading lists! 

 School Zone Sign: We had requested to the Township back in August to have the school zone 

expanded further down Providence Road. After working through the Township, it was moved and 

activated a couple weeks ago. The PTO covered $1K of the cost.  

 Visiting Authors:  Liz Oyre is hosting the two authors of Bob coming tomorrow to school. Very 

exciting for the school.  

 Honoring Retiring Teachers and Tea:  Retirement Tea on June 7th to honor Ms. Wile and Mrs. 

Liberi. It is for former students to come down from the middle and high school as well as parents to 

honor them. Homeroom parents are working on the memory books for each teacher. The 

announcement also went out to the high school as well.  

 Science Assemblies: May 10th the Franklin Institute will come to WES for a Chemistry Show. There 

will be two 45 minute assemblies (AM Kindergarten – 2nd Grade and 3rd – 5th Grade). A short 

description of the show: "The Chemistry show uses exciting demonstrations to explain why 

we study chemistry and how chemists improve our daily lives. Students leave the program 

not only with a solid understanding of chemistry basics, but also with enthusiasm and 

curiosity about chemistry!" 

 WES Night at Rita’s: Heather announced that we may need parent volunteers to be “celebrity 

scoopers” as there is a district dinner many of the teachers will be involved in that evening.  

Vote: 2018-2019 PTO Committee Chairs: Christie Cari recognized the Nominating Committee, who 

worked so hard to put this list together. Christie announced the proposed slate for the PTO positions. 

Heather called for a vote. The 2018-2019 PTO Committee Chairs was approved unanimously.  

We have one position that just came open, SchoolKidz, so she is looking for a volunteer to cover that 

this summer. There was a reminder that 30 minutes before the June meeting, there will be a “binder 

exchange” to meet with the Committee chairs to get the information/responsibilities for next year. 

Principal’s Report – Joseph Buecheler, Acting Principal:   

 As you know, there will be a new Principal, Gabe Savage, starting July 1st coming from Wayne 
Elementary (Radnor School District). He will be transitioning over the next couple of months with Mr. 
Buecheler. Everyone seems to be very excited about him. Rachael suggested keeping the community 
in loop on how they will be able to get to know him/meet him. Mr. Buecheler said he would pass along 
these comments to Lisa Palmer. 

 Thank you to Ms. Kaplan and Ms. Knight for attending the meeting tonight. 

 Field Committee – Plans to propose their recommendations to the school board soon. The Board wants 
to do something for our school. Brief run-down on what will be presented to the Board:  
1. Playground area will now become half playground and half grass where there is a better irrigation 

system. Hoping the grass will not need to be re-sodded each year. 
2. There will be a fence and gate to separate the two so that they will be able to have “rest” periods 

and maintenance.  
3. Better transition for the hill between the black top and playground such as steps.  
4. The black top surface will almost be doubled in space. Cost could go up here, if we need more 

water drainage.  
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5. Remainder of surface by the black top will be changed from grass to wood chips. Swings will be 
relocated to this area. The surface will be regraded. 

6. Other field at front of school will be improved and more usable.  
 

Timeline: If School Board approves in May, some of these items could be ready to go by September for 
the students, but won’t be completed. Hoping the price will be close to the artificial turf cost or a little 
below. Township has to approve as well after the school board votes.  
Cons: We will lose grass space, but between the two, the hope is you have two better fields.  
Thoughts from teachers: Really like the large black top that will not be the bus circle. Like the idea of 
two small fields so they can have different games going on. There are a couple of events that already 
have to be moved to other fields in the district and that seems like we will still have to move to those 
fields looking at the size of these. They did raise a concern with the height of the wall on the front field 
and balls going into the street on Providence.  

 

 There will be a new food distributor, The Nutrition Group, coming to WES. Aramark will be here until the 
end of June.  

 Visiting Authors Wendi Mass and Rebecca Stead are coming tomorrow (1:45 PM) and many books 
have been sold. 

 Upcoming field trips: 5th Grade (this Friday), second half of 2nd Grade going to the Plantation (5/6), 
Kindergarten to Zoo (5/17); 1st Grade going to the Farm (5/24) 

 May 16th 5th Graders will be going up to the Middle School.  

 
 
Open Floor 

 A suggestion to have students play outside on the playground/black top areas before school in the 
morning for activity. Idea worth exploring. 

 A concerned parent asked if there was a time to educate parents about the school lock down drills, 
procedures and what is told to children so we know how to communicate at home and so we, as 
parents, know what is going on. We can only provide so much online for the kid’s safety so in-person 
would be better. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Candice Rogers on behalf of Michelle Hall. 


