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Wallingford Elementary School 
Parent/Teacher Organization 

April 4, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 

Attendees 
Kelly Whitehead Heather Warley Cornelia Vieira Michelle Hall 
Sara Fritz Andrew Ruether Doni Reece Kate Fernandez 
Murray Blanchette Liz Oakes Rachael Reach Deborah Amato 
Maria Garcia Liz Orye Marty Martinak Christie Cari 
Mrs. Knight Mr. Peterkin Sally Robbins  
    

 
Call to Order - Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair  
Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.   
 

Approval of Minutes from March 7th 2017 Meeting - Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair 
The minutes from the March 7, 2017 meeting were approved unanimously without revision. 

 
Mr. Peterkin introduces a special guest :  Mrs. Knight’s class surprised the PTO with an adorable 

presentation of words that make them think of WES and recess: spectacular, generous, humble, friendship, 
awesome, one-of-a-kind, family, lovely, cool, loveable, phenomenal, grateful, fun times were among the many 
words shared.  They then donated $400 from a fundraiser they held in their own classroom. Kelly shared that 
the money will be used toward recess bags and to add to indoor recess games.  Kelly will go into Mrs. Knight’s 
room after Spring Break to get some ideas directly from the kids. 
 

We LOVE WES Update - Over $13K was raised from the fundraiser with 166 families donating.  In addition 
to the new playground structures, indoor recess equipment will be enhanced for each class.  The structures 
have been ordered and installation is expected next month.   

 
Treasurer’s Report - Cornelia Vieira, Treasurer 
Budget numbers to date are available to those who are interested.  Send Cornelia an email to request a copy.  
Go for Greens and Staff Appreciation have had recent activity over the last few weeks.  The buddy bench for 
the playground has been ordered.  Cornelia thanked everyone and asked committees to submit deposits and 
expense reimbursement requests before our June year end. 
 

May Day – Lisa Hill, May Day Chair 
This year the committee opted for no tickets and will use wristbands (more efficient – faster, more green, with 
snack and drink for each kid) for unlimited games for the event to be held on May 19th.  Everything else will 
remain the same with ice cream, lemon sticks pretzels, cupcakes, donated water. The dunk tank will be up with 
a better water source and we will be borrowing games from the community group and using Bette’s Bounce for 
others.  Students in K-2 will have the playground roped off for ½ hour for the younger kids to get acclimated—
they will have games meant specifically for little kids first. 

The committee wants to encourage pre-sales rather than buying on the day of event which totaled about 
$1,500 last year.  There will be an incentive to pre-order.  Sign-up Genius will be sent in the same way as in 
past years.  Bette’s contract will be forwarded to Mr. Peterkin. Gatorade jugs from SHMS will also be used. 
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Committee Reports/Housekeeping: 

 Last week Heather, Rachael, Paul Fritz Mr. Peterkin and Kelly met with Dr. Palmer and 
Jim Hardy (head of facilities), and Martha Kew (head of the business office) re: the 
condition of the field.  There have been ongoing discussions for the last three years with the 
district and Dr. Palmer recognizes the need for a remedy, but finances are the issue.  Multiple 
options have been discussed, but the District’s only feasible option is to fix the field.  An artificial 
surface is the most feasible due to drainage issues and the nonstop usage each day.  The cost 
is estimated to be $500K.  Dr. Palmer will add the project to capital plan, but the timeline is 
indefinite.  Short term fixes were considered that included an improved blacktop area, sand for 
baseball field to dry faster or even carpet.  These short term fixes could happen sooner.  The 
PTO could be asked to help raise money in the future to support the efforts.  Paul also 
mentioned his term ‘Option X’ – where the district could purchase the Romoff property (next to 
WES on Providence Rd.) when it becomes available with the first right to refuse.  This would 
add an acre to the WES campus somewhere down the line.  There appears to be no drainage 
issues or concerns with that property.  Dr. Palmer was in favor of that idea.  We should hear 
soon about a short term fix and our status on the capital plan.  All of this assumes that the 
controversial legislation that has been recently discussed does not pass in Harrisburg resulting 
in less control of district funding locally. 

 Staff Appreciation- Christie Cari  SignUp will be sent via WESMail and through the homeroom 
parents.  Mr. Peterkin won’t be there unfortunately because he is going to DC for a field trip.  
Mrs. Long will be in charge from the faculty side. 

Open Floor: 

Principal’s Report – Josh Peterkin, Principal:   

 The Annual Shoe Drive is upcoming with collection through April 28th. 

 Three 5th grade students performed at Band Fest, 2 of which were selected for additional solos. 

 Enrollment for 17/18 school year— Please let Mr. Peterkin know if you are aware of people that are 
still waiting on registration.  It is important to know of our student count for staffing purposes. 

 3rd-5th grades are taking the PSSAs this week.  It is tough on the students, but the staff appreciates 
that they are well-prepared. 

 A Hip Hop Dance Assembly has been coordinated on Wednesday, April 5th thanks to Gabrielle Miller.  

 Thursday, April 6th,  SHHS students will host a Mini-Relay for Life.  The event will be indoors due to 
the weather.  Students will run in the building with different stations to dance, do jumping jacks, etc. 

 Other upcoming events include:  The Spring Book Fair April 17th-21st; WES Art Show April 20th; 
Jump Rope for Heart April 21st; William Joyce Author Visit April 25th.  Then it’s back to PSSAs for the 
3rd-5th graders April 25th-27th. 

 Walnut Street Theatre- approached WES to start a drama club at our school.  They are at another 
local school already, allowing kids to be a part of theater.  We already have local acting groups at 
Hedgerow, The Creative Living Room, etc., but we will keep this opportunity under consideration at 
WES. 

 After spring break, just 9 weeks of school remain. 

 Kindergarten appears to still have just 3 solid classes at this point for next year. 

 Speaker series – working on September 27th for the next talk will be on technology: Screenagers.  
Sleep is another topic that is of interest for a future speaker. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:39pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Hall 


