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Wallingford Elementary School 
Parent/Teacher Organization 

February 7, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendees 
Kelly Whitehead Heather Warley Cornelia Vieira Michelle Hall 
Doni Reece Sara Fritz Christie Cari Josh Peterkin 
Emily Glowacki Elizabeth Oakes Deborah Amato Rachael Reach 
Beth Noto Ann Ruether Murray Blanchette Liz Orye 
Melissa Carden Boline Candice Rogers Danielle Duffy Susan Knight 
Jennifer Hole    
 
Call to Order - Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair  
The meeting was called to order at 7:03PM. Kelly thanked those committees recently hard at work:  Bingo 
Night and the Caring Committee who recently hosted the MLK project for Cradles to Crayons.   
 
Approval of Minutes from January 5th 2017 Meeting - Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair 
The minutes from the January 5th, 2017 meeting were approved unanimously without revision. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Cornelia Vieira, Treasurer 
Cornelia is waiting on final numbers for Bingo.  Amazonsmile brought in $113.  It was mentioned that 
a sign up should be sent out again for enrollment in Amazonsmile to shop on behalf of WES.)  The 
Boxtops drive is currently going on.  Cornelia needs help with identifying a $451 deposit that needs 
classification.  Please keep writing the committee name on all deposit slips and don’t forget to send in 
requests to Chris Martinak timely for quick reimbursement. 

Committee Reports/Housekeeping: 

• Playground Climbing Structure - Kelly Whitehead & Heather Warley  
Two climbing structures were introduced at the last meeting to enhance the WES playground:  
Castle Rock and Around the Bend both from the same vendor, Game Time.  Pictures were 
shared of the structures. A few PTO members visited a 10-year-old Castle Rock structure in 
Glenside with their kids.  It was in good condition and the kids enjoyed playing on the structure, 
but it was determined that Castle Rock was not as desirable as Around the Bend.  Castle Rock 
is squared off and enclosed with corners.  The kids would gain a second underpass with 
Around the Bend.  It is one panel shorter, $4K cheaper and $2K less for installation.   
 
At $18,061.52 for equipment freight and installation for Around the Bend; the visiting PTO 
members thought the money savings could be used toward additional fun with another piece-- 
the Tilted Sky Runner.  Game Time would provide the two for a discount to total $22,473.19.  
After the visit and our treasurers’ careful review of the numbers, the PTO executive committee 
suggested the combination of the two pieces because of the discount for the bulk purchase of 
the two. The playground area would then be completed per the Paul’s master plan (the 
climbing structure being the preferred piece from his survey.)     
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Questions were asked on whether the structure could be moved after installation. It will be 
installed permanently in a space is available with necessary clearance-- 8ft to the top and 15ft 
on each side. The tether ball would be moved across from the big toy and the Tilted Sky 
Runner would be across from the monkey bars.   
 
The goal for the We Love Wes Appeal is to raise $10K to fund the purchase and the PTO 
would like to use up to $13K from reserves to cover the difference.  If we don’t recognize the 
10K, we would just go with the Around the Bend structure.  Cornelia doesn’t feel comfortable 
using above $10-15K from the reserve.  
 
There is a plan for annual fundraisers for fall and spring.  The spring fundraiser will include 
letters with pictures and details to let community know what we are raising for.  It was 
recommended for WES to send letters to area nursery schools and post information and 
pictures on-line for people to view and share with future WES families. 
 
Since the climbing structure is elongated, it will fit a good number of kids- 20-30 kids per the 
vendor.  The Tilted Sky Runner is 5 foot 2 inches-ideal for our older kids.  It shouldn’t take 
away from the open space.  Rules would definitely have to be in place to keep the kids using 
the equipment safely.  It was recommended that the existing tetherball be moved to the 
blacktop, if possible.  Also, an aerial view of the playground and the layout of the new pieces 
would be helpful to share on the website and encourage friends to support. 
 
In summary, two options were proposed for final vote after the discussion:   
 
1) Around the Bend only or 
2) Around the Bend and the Tilted Sky Runner.   

 
A vote was taken for Option 1, Option 2 and any Abstentions.  Option 2 passed unanimously 
by all those present. 
 

• Math Night – Sara Fritz  
Currently there are 8 volunteers signed up for 35 spots to run the booths at Math Night.  Sara 
encouraged folks to volunteer for one night and stay with your child for other.  There are lots of 
creative games and activities to guarantee a fun night for the kids.  Beth Benzing is rounding 
up SHHS volunteers and SHMS volunteers are very much welcome too.  Sign up via the link 
sent through WES Mail. 
 

• Speaker Series-- Liz Orye  
Liz has coordinated with Dr. Yannocone, principal at SHHS, to share the results of an SHHS 
survey on the attitude toward the use of drugs and alcohol on Thursday, March 23rd at WES 
6:30, registration required with childcare being offered.  She will return to WES after hosting 
this valuable session parents a few years back as the first in a future speaker series for WSSD 
elementary parents.  The next presentation will be in May with future speakers from the 
community.  

 
Liz also recommended WES families to subscribe to the Swarthmorean newspaper for $38 
annually.  Our school is often included in the paper and other important information is included 
in the paper frequently (i.e., school reports and school board meeting info.)  
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• Staff Appreciation Breakfast – Christie Cari and Doni Reece, Hospitality 
Christie and Doni are already thinking about the Staff Appreciation Breakfast scheduled for 
May 5th.  They are welcoming any suggestions on food offerings (egg casseroles & french 
toast casseroles have been the tradition for the last few years).  It seems that more fruit, less 
pastries are preferred.  The most popular baskets seem to contain alcohol and/or gift cards.  
Teachers are appreciative of anything and look forward to the annual breakfast. 
 

• Composting –Liz Oakes, Sustainability  
Lindsay Goldsmith-Markey and Liz  are working with SHHS and SRS as sources for education 
and rollout for a composting program at WES.  Parents will be needed to support the effort in 
making the compost.  They are hoping that bins maybe from made by the Woodshop teacher 
at SHHS.  They are exploring services that come to get the compost and deliver mulch in 
return to the school. 
   

• Go for the Greens- Deborah Amato, Health and Safety  
Go for the Greens will be held on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17thto promote healthy eating.  
Because it will be a shorter time due to the half day, the team will  go into the classroom rather 
than be in the cafeteria at lunch as in the past.  They are researching some items to give out to 
the children such as silicone wristbands that say Eat Healthy/Go for the Greens.  Emily 
Glowacki recommended contacting her husband, Chris who works for a company that supplies 
similar items.   

• Boxtops—(Molly Wallace not present) A reminder was given to keep collecting and 
submitting Boxtops through the end of the contest on February 24th.  Volunteers will be needed 
to count. 

Open Floor: 

WES 20/20 Vision—Jennifer Hole, First Grade Teacher 

The 20/20 group, whose mission is to beautify WES, shared a video made by the (now 6th graders) 
Mural Club to introduce its most recent work of PA animals mural on the ramp to the cafeteria.  They 
spoke of their process on the layout and colors while working with the artist in residence to complete 
the project.  

The next upcoming work to be shared at WES will be care of Dr. Milgrim (former WES principal) and 
her art group from S. Media.  Their totem poles are to be installed in the bus circle in front of peace 
pole along with a clay bird installation. 

Also, this year plaques and other signage along with interactive spaces are in the works.  There will 
be blackboards placed in the courtyard and the Leo Lionni Garden will be decorated with a mural 
seek and find with a wingspan ruler across from the mural inside the building. 

Next year the 20/20 group will work on beautifying the bus circle entrance and add an outdoor 
mosaic. 
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Principal’s Report - Josh Peterkin, Principal:   

• Mr. Peterkin started with a gentle reminder that children must be vomit and fever free for 24 
hours for health and safety of others before returning to school.  The lice infestation last 
month has quieted down.  Mrs. Costa is now prevention for the future. 

• Chess Club – Parents have been found to run the Chess Club which will begin at the end of 
February/early March. 

• Bingo Night – Kids are excited about the prizes.  The event was a success.  Now Mr. 
Peterkin is focused on fulfilling the breakfasts and walks with the winners.  

• Spring Conferences – Conferences are 4 weeks away mid-March.  This year the PSSAs 
are before spring break. 

• Calendar for 17/18 School Year is in the works--it must be fine tuned then 
reviewed/approved by the board.  Fall and spring conference days will not be half days as 
the fall conference schedule seemed to work very well this past year.  

• Yearbooks are going on sale soon. 
• Guest Author Sarah Mlynowski will visit our 1st through 4th graders on February 28th. 
• Philadelphia Soul Bookmarks – Mrs. Lambertsen has sent home the bookmarks to earn a 

free ticket to one of two upcoming games.  Be sure to return them by the due date for 
submission in bulk for tickets with others from WES.  NPE will sing at one of the games. 

• Kindergarten Registration is going on now.  There will be a lottery as per usual.  
Enrollments are less than last year so far.  This may be due to Mr. Clements holding the 
registrations until they are fully completed.  For 17/18, WES will have two classes for 
morning kindergarteners. 
 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Hall 


