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Wallingford Elementary School 
Parent/Teacher Organization 

January 5, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendees 
Kelly Whitehead Heather Warley Cornelia Vieira Michelle Hall 
Chris Martinak Eli Bromley Michelle Grunseich Sally Robbins 
Josh Peterkin Paul Nuschke Olivia Miller Heidi Bischoff 
Tricia Veloso Murray Blanchette Michelle Denney Grunseich Rachael Reach 
Renee Joyner Liz Orye Dana Pickup Buthaina Neveln 
Doni Reece    
 
Call to Order - Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair  
The meeting was called to order at 7:04PM. Kelly welcomed everyone.  There has been lots of business since 
the November meeting. The We Love WES Walk was great; 5th grade reps have been busy, Hour of Code was 
a success. WES had lots of publicity and made the Swarthmorean 3 times in December.  Eli Bromley and and 
Heidi Bischoff are busy working on Operation Gratitude.  Kelly thanked the food runners for the winter parties--
Murray Blanchette, Kim Kileen, HeatherWarley and Liz Orye.  She displayed the various thank you notes from 
the teachers. 

 
Approval of Minutes from November 1st, 2016 Meeting - Kelly Whitehead, PTO Chair 
The minutes from the November 1st, 2016 meeting were approved unanimously without revision. 

 
Treasurer’s Report - Cornelia Vieira, Treasurer 
Cornelia said that upon request, she will send out the Income Statement to those interested.  We are 
well funded, consistent as in years past. She reported lots of updates in various areas due to the busy 
4th quarter filled with activity.  She asked that deposit slips be submitted sooner with the committee 
identified on the slip so that she can view it on-line when recording activity.  Check requests should 
be timely as well, the purple PTO box has treasurer forms to be sent or emailed to Marty.  Marty and 
Cornelia welcome any questions.  Book fair was a success and Bingo night is fast approaching. 

 

Committee Reports/Housekeeping: 

 Playground Climbing Structure - Kelly Whitehead & Heather Warley After the building 
renovation, a playground master plan established by Paul Fritz gave us the big picture on how 
best to landscape WES.  Teachers/faculty, students and parents were surveyed and voted 
upon their list of priorities out of 15 options for WES’ landscape.  Vote #1 from the students 
and #2 from the parents was for a climbing structure for the kids to use on the playground.   

o The We Love WES Campaign will pick up with its spring appeal with a goal of $10K to 
be used toward a climbing structure for the playground.  At February’s meeting, we will 
vote on the model and decide upon just how much of the PTO’s money in reserve will 
be used. 

o Kelly and Heather met with Mr. Peterkin, Paul Fritz and the rep from the vendor, Game 
Time, on December 19th.  They were interested in a climbing model that would 
maximize the number of climbers at once. Paul laid out the dimensions on the 
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playground and the rep mentioned that the existing tether ball will likely need to be 
relocated for safety clearance.   

 Castle Rock is the larger of the two.  Good size for both younger and older; low 
maintenance on synthetic material and 15 year warranty.  Kids can be on either 
side with underpasses.  They can be low to high and spread out because the 
structure is so wide.  The rep said that at 8 feet high the kids are not compacted 
and the drop is not long in the event of a fall.  There are no other playground 
pieces like this in our area-the closest is in Glenside and there is a showroom in 
NJ.  $17,693 plus freight of $1,348= $19,042.42.  Installation costs by Game 
Time are $4,132 so the grand total would be $23, 174.42 if we used their 
installer.  We are hoping to find our own installer locally.  If we pay in full within 4-
6 weeks, the structure could be in by spring pending the installer.   

 Around and the Bend is smaller with two openings for pass through without a 
section of tall panels.  Cost is $14,126.32 plus freight of $1,085.20= $15,211.52.  
Installation costs by vendor are $4,062 for a total of $18,188.32.  It is a $5K 
cheaper option. 

o More discussion will follow with a vote on the structure and funding at the February 
meeting.  While more quotes are to come, both pieces were discounted by $1K already 
with Game Time. 
 

 We Love WES Walk in November – LizOrye and Dana Pickup Kids had a ball, raised 
$9,400 from WES families with lots of enthusiasm/response was overwhelming; expenses of 
$370.  It was an active healthy fundraiser that the kids really enjoyed being with the whole 
school outside on a nice fall day.  Next year they plan to change up some things-- ran out of 
some food for kids; Panther may need two folks to man; may change date to October possibly-
depending on the availability of SHHS or SHMS band next year, too. 
 

 Martin Luther King Day Cradles to Crayons Collection - Eli Bromley and Heidi Bischoff   
Winter gear will be collected through Monday, January 16th.  From 9am-12pm sorting will take 
place with 5th grade volunteers for drop off at the warehouse.  Other district schools are 
involved as well with this day of service. 
 

 Bingo/Family Fun Night – Renee Joyner and Michelle Grunseich  Offering fun experiences 
for raffles with decreased prices- i.e., breakfast with the principal; a walk to Rita’s, Extra PE, 
etc. Mr. Fantozzi will be mc’ing with music.  Renee and Michelle are using Facebook to collect 
books and Signup Genius for volunteers.  They are exclusively selling tickets via 
forms/envelopes for less confusion (There will be no tickets sold at the door or at lunch.) 
 

 Nominating Committee – Will begin work at the end of January.  One change is that the book 
fair which is currently a part of the 5th grade representatives’ responsibilities will be a separate 
fundraiser run by its own committee.     

Open Floor: 

Principal’s Report - Josh Peterkin, Principal:   

 Mr. Peterkin wished everyone a happy new year. 

 Dr. Yannacone visited with National Study 2nd semester seniors re: drug and alcohol use.  Liz Orye 
is interested in getting a series going on presentations March/April; looking for good day of week to 
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host and suggestions on other topics.  Upcoming on the 10th is Dr. Dahlsgaard, a psychologist 
speaking on Anxiety at SHMS. 

 Good news from Mr. Greenhalgh re: String Fest and Band Fest: Jaina Livingstone and Megan 
Nichols will attend String Fest at ET Richardson for the violin.  Eva Sacks, Catherine Caruso will 
play the flute and Lindsay Spinosa will play the clarinet at Garnet Valley for Band Fest. 

 Three metal rods are placed in back for Dr. Milgrim’s Media Arts’ totem pole project 

 Winter concert on Wednesday, January 11th.  No 3rd grade orchestra nor 4th grade band will 
perform. 

 Friday, January 13th is MLK assembly for 2nd grade.  The Chains of Love fundraiser will precede 
the Kenyan School presentation.  Folks from the Kenyan organization that WES has supported will 
be in area and hope to stop by WES for the assembly.  $1,700 was raised by Mrs. Gaur from her 
cookie stand. 

 Conference time worked well.  Tuesday was long day; the teachers appreciated the meal as they 
worked late through conferences.  In the future, they may move the night conferences to Monday.  
Spring will be tweaked, but hard part is spring break moves.  Looking at potential trimesters rather 
than fall, spring and summer.  Teachers enjoyed not having the ½ days as well. 

 Thank you note from Mrs. Lambertsen for iPad already put to good use.   
 

Ibraheem Neveln’s mother thanked 2nd grade teacher, Ms. Morris, who drove home Ibraheem on a cold day. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:57pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Hall 


